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Data: United Nations; Map: Danieile Alberti/Axios

HiBL: “141 countries vote to condemn Russia at UN,” AXI0S, March 2, 2022

X2 Economist Intelligence Unit (BIU)IZ & 5 B3R (2022)

Hi8#8 : The Economist Intelligence Unit, Democracy Index 2022: Frontline Democracy and the Baitle for Ukraine, 2023, p.5.

# BuRtkioREEERER (2022 F)

No. of countries % of countries % of world population
_Fulidemocracies 24 144 80
' Flawed democracies 48 287 373
; Hybrid regimes 36 2116 179
Authoritarian regimes 59 353 369

Note. “World” population refers to the total population of the 167 countries and territories covered by the Index. Since this excludes only
micro states, this is nearly equal to the entire estimated world population.

Source: EIU.
H{BL : The Economist Intelligence Unit, Democracy Index 2022: Frontline Democracy and the Battle for Ukraine, 2023, p.3.




2 0 2 SEEMILKRFRER: H2SRFHEH BABUREEKR (202 3E9AAD)
20 2 4AFEEMILKRFERER HEREHER REABEFER (20244 ARFE)
<{ELRTHRE> —BAERER
(20234748 HEH) ARBEE  EFHE (EEECRER) Bl : 100 A&

B8 U741 BSICHTIEEL GDP- ANDOHRY =7
[2022 4]

West-leaning

- Neutral

' Russia-leaning

By global GDP (%) By global population (%)
61.2 50 :
4 '
30 203
168 » Lo
93 101 12
1= ' = 0 T 3
1 T g T Y =
Condemns  West- Neutral  Russia-  Supportive Condemns  West- Neutral  Russia- Supportive
Russia  leaning leaning  of Russia Russia  leaning leaning  of Russia
Source: EIU.

HiBL . The Economist Intelligence Unit, Democracy Index 2022: Frontline Democracy and the Battle for Ukraine, 2023, p.27
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HiBEL : “Russia’s pockets of support are growing in the developing world,” Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), March 07, 2023
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EDITORIAL: COVID-19 relief efforts a chance to foster greater giving spirit

The novel coronavirus pandemic has generated a growing momentum for donations targeted at
affected people in specific fields or groups. Amid stay-at-home requests and restrictions on events,
crowdfunding has grown in significance for raising money over the internet.

Thanks to this practice, a fund to support mini-movie theaters nationwide has collected 330 million
yen ($3.1 million) from 30,000 people, triple the target amount.

Crowdfunding has also produced notable results in supporting an array of campaigns for food
businesses, mountain lodges, “kodomo shokudo” meal services for disadvantaged children, live music
clubs in rural areas, and so on.

A major crowdfunding platform collected more than 4.4 billion yen from about 410,000 people over
three months from late February, enabling more than 2,000 businesses to receive 2 million yen each on
average.

‘Japan is known for its practice of soliciting “gienkin” donations from the public for victims of major
natural disasters.

A massive amount of such donations poured in following the Great East Japan Earthquake and
tsunami of March 2011. For this reason, 2011 has come to be referred to as “Year One of Donations.”
Grants-in-aid have continued to flow in, with the Japanese Red Cross Society and others serving as the
secretariat.

With the COVID-19 ecrisis, a new pattern has emerged in the nation’s donation culture.

People have experienced lifestyle changes nationwide due to social restrictions, even in regions where
infections were not serious.

Even under those circumstances, there is a noticeable tendency among the public to support specific
relief programs to help their less fortunate peers.

The Japan Fundraising Association, which publishes annual reports on donations, estimates that the
total amount of personal donations topped 770 billion yen in 2016, coming from 45 percent-plus of people
aged 20 to 79.

The amount includes payments under the “furusato nozei’ (hometown tax payment) program, which
allows people to pay a portion of their taxes to the municipality of their choice. But there is no question
that personal donations are on the rise.

The furusato nozei system has been frowned upon for rewarding the taxpayers with excessively
generous gifts. Still, the payments under the program have come into general acceptance as a form of
donation in a flexible manner despite the “reward” element.

What needs to be done to get more people to give easier and through a greater variety of means?

Thorough disclosure of information on the part of the recipients is of critical importance.

A 2016 Cabinet Office survey asked why people don’t make donations. Aside from “I can’t afford to
give money,” two answers stood out: “I don’t trust the organization collecting the money” and “I don't

7



2 0 2 4 FEBEILRFRER HEPFHER REBRFEK (202454 A1%)
2 0 2 4 EEFEILRFRF R HRPFEHAR REBRFEEX (20 24F9ANFE)
<ELRTHIRE> —BRAFRR

(202442 A8 2 4 AFEHK) RBRHE A EFE ER BA: 1008

believe the money is going to do any real good.”

Also important is to know the place of donations in tax-funded public services.

A fund has collected more than 600 million yen from 19,000 people through crowdfunding for
purchasing face masks and gowns for use by health care and nursing care professionals.

This is good news in itself, but it would be getting things backward if medical, welfare and other
services that should be supported by the central and local governments have to rely on donations for their
operations.

While crowdfunding has attracted attention, many nonprofit organizations long involved in aid
programs since before the COVID-19 crisis are suffering from declining donations.

Now that the government’s 100,000-yen-per-head handout is arriving, those who are not in dire
financial straits might consider donating part of that money to people who are really struggling or to
organizations that are trying to help those people.

. The Asahi Shimbun Asia & Japan Watch 202046 824H
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