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E,·ery summer hundreds of ar(haeologists fnm1 around the world descend on 
Greece, jojning the hundreds of archaeologists already working in the country 
all year round. tvlany devote weeks on end to the meticulous study of exte11si\·e 
collections of ancient objects. From monun1ental statues to miniscule seal
stones, fr

o111 tiny scraps of sherds found on surface surveys to pristine personal 
accoutrements recc.wered ti-01n unlooted tombs: the variety of objects under 
study is spect,11.:tilar. Some of these objects may seem quite prosak, others 
more beguiling. Yet all somehow exert a powerful hold on those who study 
them, dr�nving them back oYer and over again for vears and often decades of 

\., '-· ' 

detailed study. 
I confess to being one of these archaeologists. I study pottery-by now 

many thousands of ix�ts and pn)bably millions of frag111ents. Sometimes 
people wonder ho\Y this can continue to be attracti\·e; I am not able to reply 
n:rr conYincingly. Perhaps 1 say scnnething a1nbitious about the research 
questions being \·t·ry important, hut at: heart I probably enjoy it. 1 am not 
sure how heartening it is to know that I am certainlv not alone. I have senior 
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colleagues who have been doing it for half-a-century and are still dra\\'11 back, 
encountering old and new finds alike with ill-concealed zeal. 

How can this be? Somehow, ob_jects get a hold of us. Yet we cannot quite 
admit it. On the other hand, it is considered the n1os.t natural thing in the 
world for us to be dra\\'n into social interact ions with other huma1� beings . 
Although, as Ruth Finnt·g�1n puts it, in beginning her important book Co111-

11wnicnting: The Alultiple j,Jodc� cf Hunwn J11tcn-01111cction, it is perhaps not 
all that obvious when \\'t' step back a few paces: 

Like other living ere at ures human bci ngs ink'rconnect \\'ith e.1ch other. \Vhtn you 
(ome to think about it, this is ;Ktu;1llv something rcmarkable_:._that individu,11 

' � 
organisms are not isolatt'd but have actin· and organist>d ,rays of connecting "·ith 
others outside themseh·es; that we can reach out to others beyond the covering 
envelopes of our own skins. (Finnegan 2002, 3) 
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An Archaeology of Interaction by Carl Knappett, Oxford University Press, 2011, Reproduced with permission of the Licensor 
through PLSclear.
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