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Higa- Jane Bennett, “The Force of Thin gs " in Vibrant Matter: A Political Economy of Things, pp. 1-19. Copyright 2010, Duke
University Pres. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of the publisher. www.dukeupress.edu
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Archaeology has always relied enormously on the tools left behind by our forebears —
everything from a chip of stone to a battleship; and for a long time, human progress was
seen largely in terms of technology. In fact, scholarship chose to divide the human past into a
succession of ‘ages’— Stone, Bronze, and Iron, with numerous subsequent subdivisions — that
was based on technological development. Although equal or greater emphasis is now placed
on other aspects of the past, it is nevertheless true that tools have always been the mainstay
of human existence, and all of our sophisticated computer-age gadgetry originated in the
simple artefacts of our forebears. The bulk of the archaeological record is made up of
humanly made artefacts.

The ‘Palaeolithic’, or ‘Old Stone Age’, encompasses over 99 per cent of the
archaeological record, from the first recognizable tool about 2.5 million years ago up to about
10,000 years before the present; and stone tools are what predominate in its refuse.
Unfortunately, although generations of scholars have devoted their lives to detailed analysis
and classification of these rocks, we have no idea how important or unimportant they were
to their makers. Stone tools are virtually indestructible, whereas organic materials — bone,
antler, wood, leather sinews, cordage, basketry, featherwork, etc. — decay under most normal
conditions. So we have lost forever most of the palaeolithic toolkit. The very name we have
given to the period — ‘Stone Age’ — may be misleading, and it might have been more realistic
to call it the ‘Palaeoxylic’ or ‘Old Wood Age’. Certainly, analysis of the wear on many stone
tools suggests that they were used simply for the procurement or working of organic

materials. Which are what early technology was really based on.

High . Archaeology: A Very Short Introduction by Paul Bahn, Oxford University Press, 1996, Reproduced with permission of the
Licensor through PLSclear.
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El encuentro entre los viejos pueblos europeos vy los nuevos descubiertos en
Oriente v Occidente desde las postrimerfas del siglo XV por espanoles y portugue-
ses, planted la cuestion de la metodologia de evangelizacion vy, por tanto, de persua-
sion para la instauracion de un nuevo orden religioso, cultural y, en algunos casos,
politico en las nuevas tierras. La llegada de estos “pueblos extranos” al orbe de la
Cristiandad latina supuso un verdadero reto al que las téenicas retoricas de persua-
sion nunca se habian enfrentado con anterioridad, pues ahora se presentaba la ur-
gencia de imbricar en sus mecanismos los recursos necesarios para la comunicacién
con un receptor muy distinto y alejado de los conocidos en el viejo continente. Las
reflexiones desarrolladas en este sentido fueron variadas y complejas: desde los de-
fensores de la fuerza de la palabra de la divina Providencia como unico modo de
conversion a todo pueblo y en tado tiempo, pasando por la adaptacion de las técnicas
predicatorias a la capacidad del nedfito, hasta los que apostaron por el reconocimiento
de la experiencia indigena en el andamiaje retdrico europeo.

(Hi#t) Delfin Ortega Sanchez ¥ Sociedad, politica y religién en el virreinato del Pera (2011)
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(H{#2) Alberto Pinillos Rodriguez 3 Huacas cercanas a Trujillo (2016)
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If anthropologists want to understand another culture, then we must understand
o judge them in terms of their own notions of good, normal, moral, vaiuable, meaningful,
and so on. That is cultural relativism. Cultural relativism ggserts that an observer
cannot apply the standards of one culture to another culture, 4t least not in an infor-
mative way. Rather, a phenomenon in a culture must be understood and evaluated
in relation to, relative to, that culture. Why? First, it is always tempting and easy
to conclude that different is bad: they do not do it my way, so they are wrong.
Scientific observers must avoid this arrogance and shortsightedness. Second, it is
quite likely to breed misunderstanding. If you impose your own cultural outlook
on a cross-cultural encounter, you may misjudge the whole situation. This happens,
for instance, in international business. A meeting of Western and non-Western
Qusinesspeople might easily end with each side thinking it understands what
occurred in the meeting. Later, if one side does not respond as the other expected it
would, there may be confusion, anger, even real financial loss. What went wrong?
‘Each side interpreted the meeting from its own cultural point of ¥few, not realizing
hat the other side had a different point of view — until it was too late.

@D Caultural relativisim {2V T, SYEARZFIZBW T ZOEARETNEERICER L, BRASCRBT
HEDEBCERAAI DV THRIEDE ZHBERTLI SN,

N\
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2. LTOEEHRBLTESLY,
@ kinship @ ethnicity

Mg Used with permission of Taylor & Francis Informa UK Ltd — Books, from Cultural anthropology : global forces, local lives by Jack
* David Eller, 2009; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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In the 1990s, an important area of challenge to cultural
relativism arose in the argument for universal human rights.
At first glance, cultural relativism would seem to be an
impediment to such universalization of a value. Indeed,
oppressive states proclaiming state sovereignty over their
citizens often claim justification in ‘cultural relativism.’ This
defense begs the question for all concemed of cultural
boundaries within states, which is to say the question of the
definition of culture and its boundaries in a pluralizing,

- globalizing world. That the relation between cultural rela-
tivism and universal human rights need not be taken as
inevitably oppositional is seen in recent efforts on the part of
the Human Rights Commission of the American Anthropo-
logical Association, to posit a species-wide disposition to
create culture and cultural difference, and the corresponding
right to such creation and such difference as long as it
does not impose on that right in others,

High: Reprinted from Publication International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, Cultural Relativism, Anthropology of
" by James W Fernandez, Copyright 2015, with permission from Elsevier.
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2. ROXEF#LTHAEITRLES L.

We begin our search tor the amm of archacology with a review of
detmitions of archacology drawn trom archacology texts, dictonaries. and
cnevelopedias. As vou will see. the more detatled detimitons point to di-
verse and seemingly contlicting definitions of the aim of archacology. As a
critical reader. vour fist question should be thiss What does this diversity
mean? (For, as a crincal reader. vou do not read passively.) One possibility
1s that some archacologists are pracucing archacology incorrectly or per-
haps m a less sophisticated wayv than other archacologists. Another 1s that
archacologises have ditterent tasks to pertorm. and these diverse definitions
simply point to these ditferent tasks.

Used with permission of Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc., from Critically Reading the Theory and Methods of
High {\rchaeology : An Introductory Guide by Guy Gibbon, volume, 2013; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center,
nc.
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(DIn advocating a new materialism we are inspired by a number of developments that
call for a novel understanding of and a renewed emphasis on materialitv. Of great

significance here are, firstly, twentieth-century advances in the natural sciences. @The
reat materialist philosophies of the nineteenth cent notably t f Marx. Nietzsc

and Freud. were themselves hugelv influenced by developments in the natural sciences. vet

th vsi 101 m it impossible to u stan r in way
that were inspired bv classical science. @) While Newtonian mechanics was especially
important for these older materialisms. for post-classical physics matter has become

that the ways we understand and interact with nature are in need of a commensurate
updating. While we recognize that there can be no simple passage from natural to social
science theories or from science to ethics, developments in the former do become disseminated
among educated publics; they inform expert witnesses who contribute to relevant policy
making, and they gradually transform the popular imaginary about our material world and

its possibilities. As Stephen White points out, @ontology in sir 1bstra
study ure of being but also the underlvi i ut exi that shape our
i v relati i her rld: “Ontological commitments
in this sense are thus entangled with questions of identity and history, with how we articulate
the meaning of our lives, both individually and collectively.” From this point of view, thinking
anew about the fundamental structure of matter has far-reaching normative and existential

implications.
(5)A second and urgent reason for turning to materialism is the emergence of pressing

ethical and itical concerns that accompanyv th ienti ical adv

predicated on new scientific models of matter and. in particular, of living matter. ®As
criticallv_en theorists. we find elv 11 lore the significa

complex issues such as climate change or global capital and population flows. the
biotechnological engineering of geneticallv. modified organisms. or the saturation of owx

intimate and physical lives by digital. wireless. and virtual technologies. @ From our

nding of the boundaryv betw i h and ou rvdav work practices

the wayv we feed ourselves and recreate or procreate. we are finding our environment
materially and conceptually reconstituted in wayvs that pose profound and unprecedented
normative questions. ®In addressing them. we unavoidably find ourselves having to think

in new wavs about the natur nd the matter of nature; about the element
ilience of the pl istinctiveness of the human. @These questions are

immenselv important not only because they cast doubt on some of modernity’s most cherished
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presumptions about agency and causation implicit in prevailing paradigms ha
A ..

®

domains and dimensi 0

y 1€1T] Sense o 15 [) QI 1€ 3 dllU 18 aLiCal d ACI.
Recent developments thus call upon us to reorient ourselves profoundly in relation to the

world. to one another, and to ourselves.

High- Diane Coole and Samantha Frost, “Introducing the New Materialisms,” in New Materialisms: Ontology, Agency, and Politics,”
* eds. Diane Coole and Samantha Frost, pp. 1-43. Copyright 2010, Duke University Press.
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Every summer hundreds of archaeologists from around the world descend on
Greece, joining the hundreds of archacologists already working in the country
all vear round. Many devote weeks on end to the meticulous study of extensive
collections of ancient objects. From monumental statues to miniscule seal-
stones, from tiny scraps of sherds found on surface surveys to pristine personal
accoutrements recovered from unlooted tombs: the variety of objects under
study is spectacular. Some of these objects may seem quite prosaic, others
more beguiling. Yet all somehow exert a powertul hold on those who study
them, drawing them back over and over again for vears and often decades of
detailed study.

I confess to being one of these archaeologists. I studv potterv—by now
many thousands of pots and probably millions of fragments. Sometimes
people wonder how this can continue to be attractive; 1 am not able to reply
ver\: convincingly. Perhaps 1 say something ambitious about the research
questions being very important, but at heart I probably enjoy it. | am not
sure how heartening it is to know that [ am certainly not alone. I have senior
colleagues who have been doing it for half-a-century and are still drawn back,
encountering old and new finds alike with ill-concealed zeal.

How can this be? Somehow, abjects get a hold of us. Yet we cannot quite
admit it. On the other hand, it is considered the most natural thing in the
world for us to be drawn into social interactions with other human beings.
Although, as Ruth Finnegan puts it, in beginning her important book Com-
municating: The Multiple Modes of Human Interconnection, it is perhaps not
all that obvious when we step back a tew paces:

Like other living creatures human beings interconnect with each other. When vou
come to think about it, this is actually something remarkable—that individual
organisms are not isolated but have active and organised wavs of connecting with
others outside themselves; that we can reach out to others beyond the covering
envelopes of our own skins. (Finnegan 2002, 3)

High- An Archaeology of Interaction by Carl Knappett, Oxford University Press, 2011, Reproduced with permission of the Licensor
" through PLSclear.
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