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A Kenyan friend of mine who graduated from Harvard Business School recently told me that the United
States is a good place to get an education, but “(1)it is no longer a leadin¢ light. We are looking elsewhere,
not just the West,” she said. “Democracy? I don't believe in it.” She made the comment at a dinner party I
attended in the garden of (2)a zated neighborhood in Karen, a wealthy Nairobi suburb earlier this summer,
as Kenyans were preparing to elect a new president. Nearly everyone in attendance was a Kenyan who
had graduated from a top American school and gone on to an impressive career in finance, business
consulting or government service. They were technocrats and intellectuals, preoccupied with how the
continent's cash-strapped governments can deliver better health care, education and jobs to about 1.4
billion people. (3)They aren’t looking to the United States for pointers. The American political model has

not produced the results that Africans have been hoping for and now seems to be failing America itself,

they told me. The people I met that night all spoke of American power in the past tense. Most spoke to me

candidly, with the understanding that I would not identify them by name, since the sentiments they

American political dysfunction at a time when the Biden administration sees an epic competition between

democracies and autocracies, especially with China. Globally, the perception of American decline is eroding
confidence in democracy itself.

(5)1 was struck by how much had changed since the late 1990s, when I lived in Kenya, and even since
my last visit six years ago. In the past, the Kenyans I met expressed admiration for the United States and
gratitude for U.S. assistance in midwifing Kenya's democracy. In 1992, Kenya held its first multiparty
elections in over two decades, after Smith Hempstone, who was then the U.S. ambassador in Nairobi,
threatened to cut off aid unless the opposition was allowed to participate. Many American foreign policy
analysts at the time believed that, with the Cold War over, every nation would eventually embrace
democracy. Today, the United States has become more of a cautionary tale than an exemplar, with Donald
Trump's claims of a rigged election, the attack on the Capitol on Jan. 6 and the near daily news reports
about mass shootings. Meanwhile, China has become the biggest player when it comes to financing
infrastructure in Africa. It's also not unusual to hear African leaders and even a few Western scholars
arguing that the Chinese system of meritocratic autocracy is a better route to middle income status for

countries such as Kenya.
(6)To be sure, Kenya’s thriving multiparty democracy has more in common with the American model

than the Chinese one. The country will select a new president on Aug. 9, and the faces of candidates loom
on billboards over the new elevated expressway, where drivers who can afford to pay a toll can zip across
town, looking down at the traffic crawling below. In grand mansions and tin-roofed shacks, Kenyans swap
theories about why the retiring president, Uhuru Kenyatta, is backing an opposition leader, Raila Odinga,
over his own deputy, William Ruto. Two rival political dynasties — the Kenyattas and the Odingas —
are burying the hatchet. Most of my Kenyan friends are feeling more optimistic about their next election

than my American friends are. And yet signs of disillusionment with the achievements of American-style
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democracy are everywhere.
“Initially, things were going on well,” my friend, who works at a hardware store, told me. But now, he

said, “(7)the leaders are just recvcled.” The sheer cost of running for office in Kenya fuels the perception
that elections are a corruption machine. “The more they spend, the more that you know that there will be
corruption” later so candidates can pay themselves back, a real estate agent told me. The perception of
rising corruption is a major reason that democracy has lost some of its luster, according to a nonprofit

research network.
Take the people I met at the garden party. For the most part, the leaders they looked up to the most

were not paragons of Western-style democracy, but rather (8)leaders in the Global South who have
succeeded despite bucking Western criticism and advice. Some pointed to the success of the Rwandan
president, Paul Kagame, who turned his genocide-stricken homeland into one of the most efficiently run
countries in Africa. Narendra Modi, India’s prime minister, who unveiled the biggest public health
insurance program in the world, and Lee Kuan Yew, the former prime minister of Singapore, who
transformed a tiny outpost into one of the wealthiest and least corrupt countries in Asia, both inspired
respect. Sure, the dinner party guests admitted, Mr. Kagame has been accused of killing critics and
silencing dissent, but he’d also overseen a dramatic rise in the life expectancy of his people, to 69 years in

2018 from 31 in 1995. (9) Partisan political competition in a country where half the population had tried
to kill the other half would be courting disaster — until or unless such divisions healed. one guest

declared.
Hig: Kenya's Elite Talk About American Power in the Past Tense by Farah Stockman, The New York Times, Aug. 3, 2022 (c) 2024
* New York Times —ZekiR
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(1) The world population surpassed 8 billion in November, according to an estimate by the United Nations.
The evolution of human civilization has been the driving growth of the global population. Technological

progress has led to increased food production and made more land and resources available for use.

H88: The Asahi Shimbun Asia & Japan Watch 20234£1H 10H
5] B BT AL MW Clindl 2 LA R0 D TR % 524-0865)

(2) A deterioration of democracy has plagued the world since the 2010s and reached a crisis level. Vigorous
discussions were held on how democracy would “die” or “fall apart.” Although the course of things has
started showing signs of change, these signals are less than reassuring, and it remains unknown if

democracy will ever regain its Strength' tH88: The Asahi Shimbun Asia & Japan Watch 202341 H3H
(5] H #rfE B s 32 2 22500 7K 15-24-0865 )

(3) In the 18th century, British philosopher Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) came up with the idea of a court
for settling disputes, whereas Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) of Germany advocated the need for a
“federation of states.” Those ideals were first embodied in the League of Nations. The league left its

footprint by defining war of aggression as an international crime.

HH88: The Asahi Shimbun Asia & Japan Watch 20234E1H1H
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1. Elija solo uno de los tres temas de abajo (tema A, B o C) y escriba un ensayo de una
extension minima de 600 palabras acerca de dicho tema en la hoja de respuestas en
espaiiol. Se valoraran las ideas originales; la argumentacion clara de dichas ideas; y los
ejemplos concretos que pueda Vd. dar.

Tema A:

Con la publicacion, en 1964, de su libro Understanding Media: the Extensions of Man, el
tedrico de los medios de comunicacién canadiense Marshall McLuhan acufi6 el dictum «El
medio es el mensaje». Su analisis se centraba en las repercusiones psicologicas y sociales de los
medios electrénicos mas influyentes de su época (la radio y la television), en comparacién con
medios mecanicos como la imprenta, 0 no mecanicos, como la oralidad. ;A qué se referia
McLuhan con dicho dictum? ;Cémo aplicaria Vd. «El medio es el mensaje» para explicar
los efectos psicologicos y sociales que tienen las redes sociales en nifios y adultos en
comparacién con los efectos que producen otros medios?

Tema B:

El exministro de finanzas griego Yanis Varoufakis acaba de publicar el libro Tecnofeudalismo.
El sigiloso sucesor del capitalismo donde afirma que el capitalismo estd muerto y que el nuevo
modo de produccion imperante es «tecno-feudal», puesto que las plataformas informaticas de
comercio (por ejemplo Amazon.com o Alibaba.com) y las empresas que estan en la nube
destruyen la competitividad de los mercados capitalistas. La reciente obra de Varoufakis se
fundamenta en la idea de que estas compaiiias ya no obtienen sus ganancias unicamente de la
explotacion del trabajo de sus empleados y la produccion de bienes. En lugar de que el
capitalismo haya sido reemplazado por el socialismo, Varoufakis argumenta que se ha
instaurado algo similar al feudalismo de la Edad Media. ;jPor qué Varoufakis tilda este nuevo
modo de produccién como «feudal»? ;Ha muerto el capitalismo?

Tema C:

Los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible (ODS) son un conjunto de 17 objetivos globales
establecidos por la Organizacién de las Naciones Unidas en 2015. Estos objetivos abarcan éreas
como la erradicacion de la pobreza, la igualdad de género, el acceso a la educacion, la accién
climética, entre otros. El prop6sito de los ODS es abordar desafios mundiales y promover un
desarrollo sostenible en todo el mundo para el afio 2030. Cada objetivo tiene metas especificas
que buscan mejorar la calidad de vida de las personas y proteger el planeta. Aunque parecen
muy positivos y necesarios, hay algunos partidos politicos o movimientos sociales que creen
que los ODS son fruto de una posicioén ideolégica radical que puede acabar destruyendo la
actual civilizacion. ;Qué argumentos en contra de los ODS han surgido desde 2015? ;Son
argumentos validos? ;L.a Humanidad corre mas peligro si se cumplen o no los ODS?
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