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ROEX A, HEITEZGSL,

[1]
Cities everywhere are getting hotter. A 2024 study found that daytime temperatures in

sixty-five major U.S. cities can be 8°F higher than nearby rural land because of the
urban-heat-island [G-1] effect!. Trees are one of the simplest tools to fight this trend. They
block sunlight, release water vapor, and slow hot winds. Research that compared 110 world
cities showed that planting and protecting trees can lower peak summer air temperatures to
below 26 °C in more than eighty percent of those cities®. These cooling services save lives
during heat waves and cut electricity use for air-conditioning.

[2]

Urban trees also guard public-health. The World Health Organization lists cleaner air,
quieter streets, and more chances for outdoor exercise as key benefits of green spaces®.

In many neighborhoods, large trees trap harmful gases like ozone and nitrogen dioxide on
their leaves and bark4. A Climate Central report adds that heavy rain can be held by roots
and soil, reducing flash floods [G-2] on busy roads®. Because these services are free once trees
mature, economists call them “ecosystem savings.” [G-3]

[3]

Not every city enjoys the same results. Scientists say cooling power depends on tree type,
local climate, and street design?. For example, tall species with wide crowns cool better than
short ornamental [G-4] trees. A European Environment Agency briefing warns that streets
packed with concrete walls reflect heat back toward pedestrians, so extra shade is needed
there. Even so, data confirm that trees outperform [G-5] most other single actions for local
cooling, such as painting roofs white or spraying water on sidewalks’.

[4]

Money, however, remains a barrier. A 2023 World Bank report says global spending on
urban forestry reached about 1.9 trillion U.S. dollars by 2023, but the world must spend more
than double that (=4 trillion USD) to meet climate goals. Funding gaps are widest in Africa
and South-East Asia, where many fast-growing cities still lack reliable electricity for

660 million people’.

1.  Uteuova, A. (2024, July 10). Urban heat island effect making temperatures 8 °F hotter in 65 US cities — study. The
Guardian.

2. Li, H., Zhao, Y., Wang, C,, Urge-Vorsatz, D., Carmeliet, J., & Bardhan, R. (2024). Cooling efficacy of trees across cities

is determined by background climate, urban morphology, and tree trait. Communications Earth & Environment, 5(1),

1-14.

World Health Organization. Regional Office for Europe. (2016). Urban green spaces and health.

FAO. (2021, October 29). Urban trees: more than just a pretty face. FAO Newsroom.

Climate Central. (2023, May 3). The power of urban trees. Climate Matters.

European Environment Agency. (2024, October 31). Urban sustainability.

Kim, J., Khouakhi, A., Corstanje, R., & Johnston, A. S. (2024). Greater local cooling effects of trees across globally

distributed urban green spaces. Science of the Total Environment, 911, 168494.
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The authoritarian state systems of to-day seem to solve the problem of unemployment at the
expense of efficiency and of freedom. It is certain that the world will not much longer tolerate the
unemployment which, apart from brief intervals of excitement, is associated —— and, in my opinion,
inevitably associated —— with present-day capitalistic individualism. But it may be possible by a right
analysis of the problem to cure the disease whilst preserving efficiency and freedom.

Y%

I have mentioned in passing that the new system might be more favourable to peace than the old
has been. It is worth while to repeat and emphasise that aspect.

War has several causes. Dictators and others such, to whom war offers, in expectation at least, a
pleasurable excitement, find it easy to work on the natural bellicosity of their peoples. But, over and above
this, facilitating their task of fanning the popular flame, are the economic causes of war, namely, the
pressure of population and the competitive struggle for markets. It is the second factor, which probably

played a predominant part in the nineteenth century, and might again, that is germane to this discussion.

(i) bellicosity: FH2 Z &, RS L,
(i #1) John Maynard Keynes (1936) The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money, London:
Macmillan, Cambridge University Press for the Royal Economic Society, pp. 381-2.

2. WOEXERE L, CHOMTEIIEZS]R)

To begin with, the historical facts about the developmental experiences of the developed countries
should be more widely publicized. This is not only a matter of ‘getting history right’, but also of allowing
the developing countries to make informed choices about the policies and institutions that may be
appropriate for them. There should be greater intellectual effort towards a better understanding of the
role of policies and institutions — especially the latter — in economic development, by throwing out
historical myths and overly abstract theories that are blinding many theoreticians and policy makers.

More specifically, in terms of policies, the ‘bad policies’ that most NDCs used so effectively when
they themselves were developing should at least be allowed, if not actively encouraged, by the developed
countries and the IDPE that they control. While it is true that the activist ITT policies can sometimes

degenerate into a web of red tape and corruption, this should not mean that therefore such policies should

never be used.

(3) degenerate: &1L - B{k¥ 5%, redtape: B EF, NDCs: the now-developed countries, IDPE:

international development policy establishment, ITT policies: industrial, trade and technology policies.

(i) Used with permission of Anthem Press, from Kicking away the ladder : development strategy in historical perspective by Ha-
Joon Chang, 2002; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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