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®In the mid-twentieth century, right up indeed until the late 1960s and early 1970s, an optimistic and

realist view of nations and nationalism prevailed. Whatever their other differences, scholars and theorists of

nationalism seemed to agree on the psychological power and sociological reality of nations and nation-states.

@They spoke of the need to ‘build’ nations through such techniques as communications, urbanisation, mass

education and political participation, in much the same way as one might speak of building machines or edifices

through the application of design and technical devices to matter. @lt was a question of institutionalisation, of

getting the necessary norms embodied in appropriate institutions, so as to create good copies of the Western

model of the civic participant nation. @This became a technical question of appropriate recipes for national

development, of securing balanced and diversified economic growth, open channels of communication and

expression, well organised and responsive publics, and mature and flexible elites. This was the way to replicate

the successful model of the Western nation-state in the ex-colonies of Africa and Asia.
In the late 1980s and 1990s, such optimism seems touchingly naive. Not only have the early democratic
dreams of African and Asian states not been realised; @the developed countries of the West too have experienced

the rumblings of ethnic discontent and fragmentation, and in the East the demise of the last great European

multinational empire has encouraged the unravelling of the cosmopolitan dream of fraternity into its ethno-

national components. @The great tides of immigration and the massive increase in communications and

information technology have brought into question the earlier beliefs in a single civic nation with a homogeneous

national identity which could be used as a model for ‘healthy’ national development. As a result, the old models
have been discarded along with much of the paradigm of nationalism in which they were embedded. pMoving
beyond the older paradigm, new ideas, methods and approaches, hardly amounting to an alternative paradigm,
yet corrosive of the established orthodoxies, have called into question the very idea of the unitary nation,

revealing its fictive bases in the narratives of its purveyors. The deconstruction of the nation foreshadows the

demise of the theory of nationalism.
The paradigm of nationalism which was so widely accepted till recently is that of classical modernism.

®This is the conception that nations and nationalism are intrinsic to the nature of the modern world and to the

revolution of modernity. It achieved its canonical formulation in the 1960s, above all in the model of ‘nation-
building’. This model had a wide appeal in the social sciences in the wake of the vast movement of decolonisation
in Africa and Asia, and it had considerable influence on policy-makers in the West. But @the model of nation-

building, although the best known and most obvious, was by no means the only, let alone the most subtle or

convincing, version of the modernist paradigm of nations and nationalism. In its wake there emerged a variety

of other, more comprehensive and sophisticated models and theories, all of which nevertheless accepted the

basic premises of classical modernism. @It was not until the 1970s and 1980s that there emerged a series of

critiques which have called into question the basic assumptions of that paradigm, and with it the model of nation-

building; critiques which on the one hand have revealed the nation as an invented, imagined and hybrid category,

and on the other hand as modern versions of far older and more basic social and cultural communities. As we

shall see, the story of the rise and decline of nations and their nationalisms in the modern world is mirrored in
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the recital of the rise and decline of the dominant paradigm of nations and nationalism, together with all its

associated theories and models.

e Used with permission of Taylor & Francis InformalUK Ltd, from Nationalism and Modernism : a criticalsurvey of recent theoriesof
it nations and nationalism, Smith, Prof Antheny D,Smith, Anthony, 1stedition ,1998; permission conveyed through Copyright
Clearance Center, Inc.
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Ancient humans settled in North America around 130,000 years ago, suggests a controversial study —
pushing the date back more than 100,000 years earlier than most scientists accept. The jaw-dropping claim, made in
Nature, is based on broken rocks and mastodon bones found in California that a team of researchers say point to
human activity.

Their contention, if correct, would force a dramatic rethink of when and how the Americas were first settled
— and who by. Most scientists subscribe to the view that Homo sapiens arrived in North America less than 20,000
years ago. The latest study raises the possibility that another hominin species, such as Neanderthals or a group known
as Denisovans, somehow made it from Asia to North America before that and flourished.

“It’s such an amazing find and — if it’s genuine — it’s a game-changer. It really does shift the ground
completely,” says John McNabb, a Palaeolithic archaeologist at the University of Southampton, UK. “I suspect there
will be a lot of reaction to the paper, and most of it is not going to be acceptance.”

The study focuses on ancient animal-bone fragments found in 1992 during road repairs in suburban San
Diego. The find halted construction, and palacontologist Tom Deméré of the San Diego Natural History Museum led
a five-month excavation. His crew uncovered teeth, tusks and bones of an extinct relative of elephants called a
mastodon (Mammut americanum), alongside large broken and worn rocks. The material was buried in fine silt left
by flowing water, but Deméré felt the rocks were too large to have been carried by the stream.

“We thought of some possible explanations for this pattern, and the process we kept coming back to was
that humans might be involved,” he says. Attempts in the 1990s to date the site suggested that the ivory was some
300,000 years old, but Deméré was sceptical: the method his colleagues used was problematic, and the age seemed

so improbable for humans to be living in California.

L Ewen Callaway,Controversial study claims humans reached Americas 100,000 years earlier than thought. Nature (2017). https:
] //doi.org/10.1038/nature.2017.21886
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{88 Perkins, S. (2016) Mysterious underground rings built by Neandertals. New study reveals deep cave exploration, as well as the oldest evidence of

Neandertal building. Science. doi: 10.1126/science.aag0566
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Quienes tienen interés en realizar investigaciones historicas y antropoldgicas sobre
el sur oriente peruano y sus unidades étnicas cuentan, aunque muchos lo
desconozcan, con abundante y vélido material de consulta.

Entendemos por «fuentes» aquellos objetos materiales, simbolos o discursos
intelectuales a través de los-cuales puede inferirse algo acerca de una determinada
situacion social en un tiempo y un espacio, y que se sirven al historiador o investigador
para hacer su trabajo. Son, pues, todos los medios que tienen los investigadores
para obtener la certeza de un acontecimiento histodrico, o dicho de otro modo, son
las huellas de las sociedades, creadas por éstas en el transcurso del tiempo.

La blsqueda de fuentes es, quizas, la etapa mas apasionante del trabajo del
investigador pero a la vez, la mas ardua, la que mas tiempo requiere por
la rigurosidad y la precision con la que deben trabajarse los documentos que serviran
de fuente para la reconstruccion histdrica. Para ello, es imprescindible tener al
alcance y conocer los documentos elaborados por cronistas, viajeros, conquistadores,
exploradores, funcionarios, misioneros, pobladores, etc. Esto demuestra que las
investigaciones se realizan en colaboracién, a través del intercambio vy la
interdisciplinariedad.

(4 #) Rafael Alonso Ordieres 2006 La vida del pueblo Matsiguenga
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In the French tradition, civilization is represented as a progres-
sive, cumulative, distinctively human achievement. Human beings
are alike, at least in potential. All are capable of civilization, which
depends on the unique human gift for reason. No doubt civilization
has progressed furthest in France, but in principle it may be enjoyed,
if perhaps not quite to the same degree, by savages, barbarians, and
other Europeans. According to Louis Dumont, a Frenchman will
therefore “naively identify his own particular culture with ‘civilisa-

tion’ or universal culture.” To be sure, a reflective Frenchman would
readily admit that reason does not have things all its own way. It
must struggle against tradition, superstition, and brute instinct. But
he could rest secure in the belief that the ultimate victory of civiliza-
tion is certain, for it can call to its aid science: the highest expression
of reason, and indeed of culture or civilization, the true and efficient
knowledge of the laws that inform nature and society alike.

- This secular creed was formulated in France in the second half
of the eighteenth century, in opposition to what the philosophes con-
sidered to be the forces of reaction and unreason, represented above
all by the Catholic church and the ancien régime. As it took hold in the
rest of Europe, its most formidable ideological opposition came from
German intellectuals, often Protestant ministers, who were provoked
to stand up for national tradition against cosmopolitan civilization;
for spiritual values against materialism; for the arts and crafts against
science and technology; for individual genius and self-expression
against stifling bureaucracy; for the emotions, even for the darkest
forces within us, against desiccated reason: in short, for Kultur
against Civifization.

Unlike scientific knowledge, the wisdom of culture is subjec-
tive. Its most profound insights are relative, not universal laws. What
is truc on one side of the Pyrences may be error on the other side.
But if the cultural faith is eroded, life loses all meaning. While mate-
rial civilization was tightening its iron grip on every European soci-
ety, individual nations therefore struggled to sustain a spiritual cul-
ture, expressed above all in language and the arts. The authentic
Kultur of the German people was surely to be preferred to the artifi-
cial Civilization of a cosmopolitan, materialistic French-speaking

elite.
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During the last decade, attempts have been made to bring together
theory and techniques in order to gain a fuller understanding of the
important issues reflected in archeology’s data base. We have charac-
terized this trend toward increasing methodological expertise combined
with meaningful interpretations as social archeology. Currently, we see
five components of social archeology: (@) the use of explicit models; (b) the
integration of single-cause and multivariate explanations; (c) the recogni-
tion of a broader data base; (d) research into the importance of both the
individual and normative factors in society; and (e) the application of
quantitative techniques and simulation models. These five areas are
largely methodological trends. Although much of the pioneering work in
these areas was carried out by “new archeologists,” we believe that con-
tributions to social archeology include a wider spectrum of scholars.

e Used with permission of Elsevier Science & Technology Journals, from Social archeology: Beyond subsistence and dating,
M . Redman, Charles L., 1978; permission conveyed through Gopyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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- Before we terminate our discussion of cultural relativism,
it is important that we consider certain questions that are F#O
- raised when the cultural-relativistic position is advanced.
“It may be true,” it is argued, “that human beings live in
accordance with the ways they have learned. These ways
may be regarded by them as best. A people may be so
~ devoted to these ways that they are ready to fight and die
. for them. In terms of survival value, their effectiveness may
- be admitted, since the group that lives in accordance with
* them continues 1o exist. But does this mean that all systems
of moral values, all concepts of right and wrong, are
founded on such shifting sands that there is no need for
~morality, for proper behavior, for ethical codes? Does not
‘a relativistic philosophy, indeed, imply a negation of these?” ,
" To hold that values do not exist because they are relative
“to time and place is to fall prey to a fallacy that results from
a failure to take into account the positive contribution of Fi#®@
~ the relativistic position, For cultural relativism is a philoso-
- phy that recognizes the values set up by every society to
. guide its own life and that understands their worth to those.
who live by them, though they may differ from one’s own. -
Instead of underscoring differences from absolute ‘norms
that, however objectively arrived at, are nonetheless the
~ product of a given time or place, the relativistic point of
view brings into relief the validity of every set of norms for
the people who have them, and the values these represent.
It is essential, in considering cultural relativism, that we
differentiate absolutes from universals. Absolutes are fixed,
(RR—=D1H <)
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and, as far as convention is concerned, are not admitted to
- have variation, to differ from culture to culture, from epoch
" to epoch, Universals, on the other hand, arc those least -
common denominators to be extracted from the range of
variation that all phenomena of the natural or cultural
world manifest. If we apply the distinction between these
- two concepts in drawmg an answer to the points raised in
our qucstmn, these criticisms are found to lose their force.
“To say that there is no absolute criterion of values or
morals, or even, psychologically, of time or space, does not
- mean that such criteria, in differing forms, do not comprise
~_universals in human culture. Morality is a universal, and so
'~ is enjoyment of beauty, and some standard for truth, The
 many forms these concepts take are but products of the
particular historical experience of the societies that manifest
~ them. In each, criteria are subject to continuous questwn~ :
_ing, continuous change. But the basic conceptions remain,
- to channel thought and direct conduct, to give purpose 10

living.

o : Excerpt(s; from GULTURAL RELATIVISM by Melvilla Herskovits, copyright (¢} 1973 by Frances Herskovits. Used by permission
Z~ * of Random House, an imprint and division of Penguin Random House LLC. All rights reserved.
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