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2 0 2 6年度南山大学総合型入試［資格・検定試験活用型］問題

「小論文」 時間 90分 配点 200点 (2 0 2 5年1 0月1 8日実施）

く外国語学部英米学科＞

Read the following article and answer the questions below. 

Can English remain the'world's favourite' language? 

English is spoken by hundreds of millions of people worldwide, but do the development of translation 

technology and "hybrid" languages threaten its status'? 

Which country boasts the most English speakers, or people learning to speak English? 

The answer is China. 

According to a study published by Cambridge University Press, up to 350 million people there have at 

least s<>me knowledge of English 咽nd-at leastanother lOOmillionmlndia-:---- -- -- ----

There are probably more people in China who speak English as a second language than there are 

Americans who speak it as their frrst. (A fifth of Americans speak a language other than English in their own 

homes.) 

But for how much longer will English qualify as the "world's favourite language"? The World Economic 

Forum estimates about 1.5 billion people around the world speak it - but fewer than 400 million have it as 

their frrst language. 

Of course, there is more than one English, even in England. In the historic port city of Portsmouth, for 

example, the regional dialect - Pompey - is still very much in use, despite the challenges:from new forms of 

online English and American English. 

English is the world's favourite lingua:franca1 - the language people are most likely to tum to when they 

don't share a frrst language. Imagine, for example, a Chinese speaker who speaks no French in conversation 

with a French speaker who speaks no Chinese. The chances are that they would use English. 

Five years ago, perhaps. But not any more. Thanks to advances in computer translation and voice­

recognition technology, they can each speak their own language, and hear what their interlocutor2 is saying, 

machine-translated in real time. 

So English's days as the world's top global language may be numbered3. To put it at its most dramatic: 

the computers are coming, and they are winning. 

You are probably reading this in English, the language in which I wrote it. But with a couple of clicks on 

your computer, or taps on your tablet, you could just as easily be reading it in German or Japanese. So why 

bother to learn English if computers can now do all the hard work for you? 

At present, if you want to do business internationally, or play the latest video games, or listen to the latest 

popular music, you're going to have a difficult time if you don't speak any English. But things are changing 

fast. 

In Californi� Wonkyum Lee, a South Korean computer scientist for Gridspace, is helping to develop 

translation and voice-recognition technology that will be so good that when you call a customer service 

helpline, you won't know whether you're talking to a human or a computer. 
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く外国語学部英米学科＞

Christopher Manning, professor of machine learning, linguistics and computer science at Stanford 

University, insists there is no reason why, in the very near future, computer translation technology can't be 

as good as, or better than, human translators. 

But this is not the only challenge English is facing. Because so many people speak it as their second or 

third language, hybrid forms are spreading, combining elements of "standard" English with vernacular4 

languages. In India alone, you can fmd Hinglish(Hindi-English), Benglish (Bengali-English) and Tanglish 

(Tamil-English). 

In the US, many Hispanic Americans, with their roots in Central and South America, speak Spanglish, 

combining elements from English and the language of their parents and grandparents. 

Language is more than a means of communication. It is also an expression of identity - telling us 

some出mg aboura person'ssense of who theyare: Toe-san Francisco poet― Josiah Luts-Alderete,who叫tes

in Spanglish, calls it the "language of resistance", a way for Hispanic Americans to hold on to - and express 

pride in - their heritage, even if they were born and brought up in the US. 

English owes its global dominance to being the language of what until recently were two of the world's 

most powerful nations: the US and the UK. But now, especially with the rise of China as an economic 

superpower, the language is being challenged. 

If you are an ambitious young jobseeker in sub-Saharan Africa, you might be better off learning 

Mandarin Chinese5 and looking for work in China than relying on your school-level English and hoping for 

a job in the US or UK. 

In the US itself, learning Chinese is becoming increasingly popular. In 2015, it was reported that the 

number of school students studying the language had doubled in two years and, at college level, there had 

been a 50% rise over the past decade. 

In Uganda, however, all secondary schools must conduct classes entirely in English, and some parents 

teach their young children English as their frrst language. In many parts of the world, English is still regarded 

as a passport to success. 

So is the future of English at risk? I don't think so, although its global dominance may well diminish 

over the coming decades. Like all languages, it is constantly changing and adapting to new needs. Until 

recently, ''text" and''friend" were simple nouns. Now, they are also verbs, as in "I'll text you," or "Why 

don't you friend me?" 

Computerised translation technology, the spread of hybrid languages, the rise of China - all pose real 

challenges. But I continue to count myself immensely fortunate to have been born in a country where I can 

cherish and call my own the language of Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton and Dickens, even though the 

language I call English is very different from theirs. 
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1 lingua franca :母語が異なる人々の中で共通語として使われる言語

2 interlocutor :対話［対談］者

3 [ days are] numbered : ～の終わりが近い、 ～は長くは続かない

4 vernacular :現地の、 土着の

5 Mandarin Chinese :北京官話、 標準中国語

Source: Lustig, Robin. (2018, May 23). "Can English remain the'world's favourite' language?". BBC. 

【設問1】 本文の内容全体を日本語で要約しなさい。(1,000字程度）

※原稿用紙を使ってください。

【設問2】 The author of the article suggests that English will remain important but may lose its position 

as the world's top language. To what extent do you agree or disagree, and why? 

(Approximately 150 words in English) ※無地の用紙を使ってください。
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東芝：

く経営学部経営学科＞

220 X 3.564 + 54 X 3.407 
= 3.533 .. ·.. • (17)

220 + 54 

結果はどうでしょう？ ベイズの評価値が最も高い商品から順に並べると、ソニ ー、パナソニック、
カ ー ティス、フィリップス、東芝になります。図5にベイズの調整前のランキングと調整後のものを
並べて示しました。パナソニックと ソニ ーのプレイヤ ー、そしてフィリップスとカ ーティスのプレイ
ヤー は、ベ イズの調整後にそれぞれ順序が入れ換わっています。また、すべての評価値は全体の平均
に引っ張られています。—―-

DVD レビュ ー数 素朴な平均 ベイズ調整済み
←・・ープどイヤ□．＂•一・―-••..•一••こ・ ・一順位 評価値ー・～・順位 評価値

パナソニック 11 1 4.182 2 3.593 

ソニー 37 2 4.000 1 3.627 

フィリップス 67 3 3.448 4 3.537 

カ ー ティス 51 4 3.431 3 3.539 

東芝 54 5 3.407 5 3.533 .. "....=•—●●_..“~·“―•.. ""ー・--·---·····•一----· -····---.. ··-•ぞ響" • ---•ー ·· -•-- •  →·-•ロ・m•- ------•一ロ・"" ~ ̂  --- •••• .→“"響．．．．．．．ー ＾”--- . .-···- -·●”-·- ···-― " "" " " "..... -

図 5 単純な平均とベイズ調整後の平均に基づいた DVD プレイヤーのランキングの比較。

にの例では、ベイズの調整によってランキングの順序が大幅に変更されました。しかし、調整したI
評価値が順序を変えない場合もあります。そのようなランキングの順序が同じである例は、読者の’、
摺問題としておきます。 l(E)

出典： クリストファ ー • G．ブリントン＆ムン ・ チャン『パワ ー・オブ・ネットワ ーク：人々を

つなぎ社会を動かす 6 つの原則』森北出版（臼井翔平ほか訳、2018 年）、およびその原書
(Christopher G. Brinton and Mung Chiang著、 The Power of Networks: Six Principles That 
Connect Our Lives、Princeton University Press、2016.) の「第 6 章商品評価をまとめる」
(Chapter 6 Combining Product Ratings) より抜粋。ただし、表記を一部改変している。
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