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[Thomas Aquinas] assigns sacraments to the general category of signs (S. Th. q.
60, a.1c); “’sacrament’ is properly applied . . . to that which is a sign of a sacred reality
inasmuch as it has the property of sanctifying men” (q. 60, a. 2a). With regard to the
function a sacrament has in sanctification Aquinas argues that it is the “actual cause”
of sanctification because it is an experience of Christ’s passion, it is the “form” of
sanctification because it endows the participant with grace and virtues, and it is the
“ultimate end” which sanctification is to achieve, that is, eternal life. Aquinas shows
his reliance on the liturgy of sacraments when he states that “as a sign a sacrament has
a threefold function. It is at once commemorative of that which has gone before,
namely the passion of Christ, demonstrative of that which is brought about in us
through the passion of Christ, namely grace, and prognostic, i.e. a foretelling of future
glory” (q. 60, a, 3c).

When Aquinas describes how sacraments as sings cause grace he distinguishes
between two kinds of efficient causes, principal and instrumental. Since only God
can produce the effect of sanctification . . ., he alone can be called a principal cause.
Thus sacraments are instrumental causes; they work only in virtue of the impetus
given them by the principal agent, God (q. 62, a. 1c). Through the use of material things
(e.g. water) sacraments produce effects on that which it touches (washing) and in the
soul of the person washed (grace). Sacraments do this by the power from Christ’s

passion (g. 62, a. 6¢).
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[According to Aquinas, sacraments] produce two effects: they are remedies for
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sin and “bring the soul to its fullness in things pertaining to the worship of God in
terms of the Christan life as a ritual expression of this” (q. 63. a. 1c). This deputation
to worship derived from initiation and orders is evidenced by a “spiritual character”
(q. 63, a. 1c). For Aquinas sacramental character “consists in a certain participation in
Christ’s priesthood present in his faithful . . . Just as Christ has the full power of a
spiritual priesthood so his faithful are brought into configuration to him in that they
share in a certain spiritual power relating to the sacraments and the things pertaining
to divine worship” (g. 63, a. 5¢). For Aquinas this character is spiritual, is granted in

4

baptism, confirmation and orders and “remains indelibly in the soul.” This

understanding of character leads him to consider the minister as instrument in
sacraments through which God works as principal agent (q. 64. a. 1¢). This distinction
enables Aquinas to follow Augustine’s position that even evil ministers can confer
sacraments; they can do so because they act in virtue of the power of God. Thus he is
faithful to the prevailing doctrine of opus operatum (the value of the sacrament comes
from the fact that the sacramental rite is “done” independent of the dispositions of the

minister (q. 64, a. 5¢).

i . Kevin W. Irwin, “Sacrament” in The New Dictionary of Theology, eds. Joseph A.

Komonchak, Mary Collins, and Dermot A. Lane (Wilmington, Delaware: Michael Glazier,

Inc., 1987), 915-917.
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DFORE [1] ~ [3] OF_TIELRE,

[ 1) Read the following paragraphs and summarize it in Japanese in no more than 400

characters. Write your answer on Answer Sheet [1] (fRER#M& [1]) .

Everyone wants to be happy. And most people want others to be happy also — at the very
least they want it for their family and friends. We also have other wants, which are quite
specific — for income, health, freedom, appreciation, friendship and so on. But if we ask
why these other things matter to us, we can always give some reason — for example that they
will make us feel better. On the other hand, if we ask why it matters that people feel
happier, we can give no further answer. Happiness. is self-evidently good, and one can
convincingly argue that other goods derive their value from the way in which they contribute
to our happiness. So happiness is the overarching good.

But whose happiness? I obviously feel that my happiness matters, but everyone else feels
the same about theirs. So it is impossible to argue that any one person’s happiness is
ultimately more important than anyone else’s. It follows that the goal for a society must
be the greatest possible happiness all round. Inevitably some people will be happier than
others, but (as I shall argue later) we should take special care to raise up those with the
lowest levels of happiness. Subject to that qualification, the goal for any society should
be the happiness of the people.

So how should each of us live our lives? Unfortunately some people think there is no
such thing as ‘should’. But if you believe there is such a thing, then we should obviously
try to produce the best possible state of society around us — in other words, the greatest

possible happiness that we can.

Higt : Richard Layard, Can Ve Be Happier?: Evidence and Ethics, Pelican Books, 2020. Chapter
1, p. 20.

(PRE [2] iz#e<)
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*BEICISUT, UTOBEFEZSEICTI L,
k L — R 7 J: trade-off (trade-offs)

24 <) —: synergy (synergies)
27— 7JVY'— : stakeholder (stakeholders). FIEBEFREZEIRT

G AR (2024) THEEREEM & 1K ? =D ORI EADRR. FEICTES I EEMREH)

Asahi Shimbun SDGs ACTION, 2024 £F.
https://www. asahi. com/sdgs/article/153340567msock d=0098914d55466aa714e1857654f 16b6e

ﬁa%ﬁﬁmﬁ%fﬁﬁféca%%ua(%ﬂmn
(F3RE [3] I2%:<)
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(3]

(1) &F72iF [2) OXEICEAL T, BFEE400 FLIA). F7ziF, FEE(150 words BE)DESS5H
—AHEZBERUT. BHNDBRZRE LTV, BFRETWET SH5EIIRERK (3-1) £, HET
g DIHTIIRERE (3-2) ZEALBT V. MRICERLEH > 7ZRERKICIEK. RBRESL
B FEENBNTLIEEL,

(3]
Write your opinion about the articles in [1) or [2]) in either Japanese (400 characters or
less) or English (about 150 words). Use Answer Sheet [3-11 if you write in Japanese, and
use Answer Sheet [3-2] if you write in English. On the unused answer sheet, make sure to
write ONLY your examination number.

(BREIXC & T)

o MERWEIXTATERLET,
o SEBRRTH MZAM (1), [2). [3-1). [3-2) DIBICERTIYTTEHTL
=EW,

o [RERMIFERO>TIESL,
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