What Do You Really
Know about Africa?
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Africa is often misrepresented
both in the media and in most text-
books used around the world. The
goal of the course is to introduce
various cultural aspects like food,
lifestyle, customs, music of Africa
and to show how diverse Africa
really is as a continent (not a coun-
try!) both geographically and in the
ways of life.

| help students: 1) to see and dis-
cover the real Africa and confront
their media stereotypes and mis-
representations of Africa; 2) to be
able to describe the practices,
traditions/customs of Africa and
relate the cultural characteristics,
differences and similarities with
that of Japan; 3) to understand the
impact of colonialism on the conti-
nent and its effects on modern
Africa.

In class, students work individu-
ally, in pairs and in groups. They
are assigned a different region of
Africa, and they research the lan-
guage families (ethnic groups) and
their culture/customs, food, tradi-
tional music and cultural differ-
ences from their region. They are
required to do a lot of research
online, read books on African cul-
tures in the library, and watch
some video clips on YouTube on
Africa. They run the group discus-
sions (jigsaw type discussions)
and present their findings in class.

| would like my students to set
high standards/goals for their aca-
demic achievements not just the
grade: to be independent learners
and become critical thinkers.
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