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One of my favorite topics when talking to high school students
here in Japan is "Why do we have to study aforeign language in high
school ?' ("Foreign language" here in Japan usually means "English.")
The answer is, of course: it isarequired subject, necessary for
graduating and getting into a university. Quite afew students do
enjoy studying English for reasons of personal interest, and there are
always those who can connect the studying of English in high school
with their future work or studies - but what about the rest, about those
who just do what is required? It is for these poor students that | have
a special message: studying English is a waste of time and money -
because it's only a matter of time when cell phones will come with a
program for simultaneous translation. The only thing you have to
learn is how to operate that machine.

Of course, | don't really believe that learning languages will be
made obsolete by computer programs and cell phones. Rather, | offer
these technological solutions to international communication as an
occasion to make students think about the real value of studying a
foreign language, the great opportunity one gains by living in a
foreign country. It becomes areal chance to learn and experience first
hand the richness of our common human nature. It becomes a chance
to get afedl of the dazzling variety of words and actions that human
beings are capable of. And it is a chance to get a deeper
understanding of what connects us human beings across boundaries
of language and culture.

Needless to say, this reflects my own experience. The diversity of
language and culture | have experienced in Japan and in the United
States has helped my to see that the very differences that seem to
separate us are also expression of the richness of our human nature.
One language, one culture just isn't enough to catch and express all
the rich diversity of human life on this earth.

Things tend to get lost in translation. | hope your time at the Center
for Japanese Studies will help you to get in touch directly with that
particular brand of human life here in Japan, to get ataste of diversity
- and to add some of your diversity to the campus life at Nanzan
University. - do your best.



