2009 Center for Japanese Studies Fall Semester Entrance Ceremony

Dear students, what | just said, in Japanese, is a little taste of what you can expect

at the "Center for Japanese Studies.” It is also, perhaps, a little bit like what
I experienced when | visited Korea in 1984. It was my first time in that country and
I still remember how shocked I was when | stepped out of the airport and realized
that | couldn™t read anything at all - street signs, billboards, even the names of
the stations in the subway. All were written in Hangul, and there were no Chinese
characters, and no alphabets.

I still can"t read Hangul but 1 have learned a few things about it. What looks like
a rather chaotic collection of strokes and circles, is actually a very unique and
extremely logical method for converting spoken language into writing. [Compared with
Hangul, the alphabet is nothing but a collection of arbitrary symbols!]

You may wonder why I°m singing the praises of the Korean language writing system
at the entrance ceremony for Nanzan®s Center for Japanese Studies. | do it to make
a very simple point and there is one thing I can promise you right now: Japanese will
be different, very different. The writing will not be simple, and the logic behind
it is a far cry from the orderly structure of Hangul. 1 say this with conviction because
I myself have put a lot of effort into memorizing Hiragana, Katakana, and Kanji. And
I think that the Japanese expression | used most often was not an everyday greeting
like "Ohaiyo Gozaimasu™ but a very short and, at times rather desperate,
"Wakarimasen."

““Wakarimasen”” is a very useful word but it may also have a side effect that is,
perhaps, a bit dangerous. The strange customs of another culture or the
incomprehensible writing of a foreign language, anything I*m not used to, goes into
this big drawer ““Wakarimasen””, allowing me to be undisturbed by things and thoughts
that are different from myself.

Of course, there is also a positive side to ““Wakarimasen””, as it marks the beginning
of a learning process, exactly the kind of learning that 1 would expect you to do
at the Center for Japanese Studies. To say ““Wakarimasen”” is not a conclusion but
the first step of opening up oneself to something that may be very different. I°m
sure that all of you will come to realize that this difference is much more than just
a different language or a different culture. Altogether you come from 21 different
countries, speaking many different languages, 1*m sure, you will realize that language
and culture are only a small part of what makes you different from your fellow students

and friends. In fact, 1 hope that, beneath the different languages and cultures of



your fellow CJS students (and the Japanese students at Nanzan!), you"ll find many
other things that will prompt you to make frequent use of ““Wakarimasen””.

An international community like Nanzan University is not made up of countries or
cultures but it consists of people. In this lecture hall, there are people from 21
different countries. To put it more precisely, in this lecture hall there are 146
young persons who also belong to 21 different countries. Belonging to a country or
culture is important but, it is only one side of the unique human person each of you
and me happens to be.

The educational mission of Nanzan University, the only Catholic institution of higher
education in this Tokai region, is expressed by a two-word Latin phrase, "Hominis

Dignitati™ - "For Human Dignity." 1 hope that your studies and activities here at
Nanzan University will make a contribution to the realization of this ideal, while
you"re studying here and especially when you return to resume studies in your home
countries. Studying at Nanzan University will become a real and lasting value for
you if it leads you to an understanding that reaches beyond borders of language,
culture, and religion. I don"t think you" Il find an answer to all your ““Wakarimasen””,
but I surely hope you will discover what unites us across all cultural and personal
differences - the richness of our common humanity and the discovery that human dignity

becomes rich and beautiful because we are all so different.

President of Nanzan University
Michael Calmano
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